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Early Learning: Quality for Florida’s Future 
United Way of Northeast Florida urges the 2014 Florida Legislature to Provide  

Access to High Quality Early Learning Programs for All Children 
 

 
 
BACKGROUND:   

The foundation for communication, critical thinking, problem solving, and teamwork - skills that employers 

cite as critical to workplace success - is developed by age five. In addition to workforce development, research 

shows that every dollar invested in Quality Early Learning programs, taxpayers yield a $12.90 public return on 

investment, due to decreases in remediation rates, and use of the criminal justice system. 

Despite knowing how important a strong start is for our children, Florida’s investment in the School Readiness 

program is over $100M behind where we were 12 years ago. In the 2001-02 FY, the total School Readiness 

investment was $681M. Over a decade later, Florida’s School Readiness investment stands at $ 553M for the 

current year, representing a decrease of $128M. Florida served close to 223,000 children in school readiness 

last year and there are currently more than 30,000 children on School Readiness waiting lists. 

According to a 2013 study, 68 percent of child care programs in Florida are of “minimally adequate” quality 

and almost 20 percent are “low quality”. While Florida ranks first in access for prekindergarten in the nation, 

the National Institute for Early Education Research ranks Florida’s Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) Program 

35th among 38 states in per pupil funding, which is $2,383 for the current year. 

In Florida, VPK is privatized and an integral part of the education system. More than 5,000 small and large 

private businesses provide VPK programs annually to more than 174,000 children—about 80 percent of 

Florida’s 4-year-olds. The program is free for children of Florida residents, and for the past 5 years, it has been 

shown that students who completed the VPK Education Program are better prepared for kindergarten. 

CURRENT LEGISLATIVE POSITIONS: 

 We urge the Senate to come closer to the House budget position on a $108 increase to the base per 

student allocation for Florida’s Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten program.  

 Investments in Early Learning are critical to ensure that Florida has a strong foundation for the talent 

pipeline. With increases in general revenue this year, Florida should take the opportunity to bring 

School Readiness funding closer to pre-recession levels.  

 We support the creation of a quality incentive pilot and would urge strong local control and that 

selection for provider participation be maintained with Florida’s Early Learning Coalitions.  

Child success is essential to Florida’s future, and taxpayer investments reflect hard-earned money that should 

be invested wisely. The benefits of early care and education are tied to the quality of the program, which 

requires adequate funding. 
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Current Early Learning Budget Proposals 

Governor’s Budget Recomendation 

 $1.1B total spending for early child education and care 

 Increase of $59M 

 $100 per child increase VPK 

 One-time $30M increase for School Readiness 

 $1.5M for T.E.A.C.H. 

 $5M for school readiness teacher improvement  

 $7M IT system for early learning 

Senate & House Budget Positions 

 

 

 

 

 

Florida Senate  

Education Conference Committee  
 Sen. Bill Galvano, Chair  
 Sen. Joseph Abruzzo  
 Sen. Dwight Bullard  
 Sen. Nancy Detert  
 Sen. John Legg  
 Sen. Bill Montford  
 Sen. Maria Sachs  
 Sen. David Simmons  
 Sen. John Thrasher  

 
 

Florida House  

Education Conference Committee  

 Rep. Erik Fresen 
 Rep. Janet Adkins 
 Rep. Larry Ahern 
 Rep. Heather Fitzenhagen 
 Rep. Jeanette Nunez 
 Rep. Keith Perry 
 Rep. Jake Raburn 
 Rep. Charlie Stone 
 Rep. Gwyndolen Clarke-Reed 
 Rep. Karen Castor-Dentel 
 Rep. Betty Reed 
 Rep. Dwayne Taylor 

 SENATE HOUSE 

Voluntary Pre-K (VPK) 

- Pre & Post Assessment 

Level Base Funding 

None 

$108 Per-Student Increase 

$1.6 Million 

School Readiness Level Funding $6 Million Increase 

Provider Performance Funding $10.5 Million Pilot $10 Million Pilot 


